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"MeaBeaeB BNyCTYI0 COTpSiCAeT BO3AyX"

Cant WikeLeaks ony6nukosan MHenune AenyTtata Focaymel ot KIMP®, upkytaHuHa Cepres JleBueHKo 06 onnosuuuu,
Bankansckom LIBK v npesnaertctse lMNytnHa B 2012 roay.

MepeBoa 1 nybnukauua Ha pycckoMm fA3bike caiita "Pycckuit Penoptep" (rusrep.ru)
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1.(c) AHHOoTauwmA. YneH kommyHucTueckon naptum (KMNP®) n aenytat NocyaapcteeHHon dymel Ceprei JleBUeHKO
oTBepraeT HeaasHee coTpyaHuyecTBo KIMNP® ¢ «ConnaapHocTbio» Bo Bpems npotectoB 30 AHBapA B KanuHuHrpaae,
HasblBas ero HeaHauuTenbHbIM. HO OH BbIpas3un onTUMU3M B OTHOLLEHWM Bo3MOXHocTer KMP® Ha 6nvxaiiumnx
Bblibopax 13-3a pacTyLuen HenonynAapHocTh «EanmHoi Poccumn». O TaHaeme OH ckasan, uto Measedes nullb BNyCTYHO
cOoTpAcaeT BO3AyX, paccMaTpuBand BO3MOXHOCTb y4acTua onnosunummn B nonuTuke. OH oxnaaeT BO3BpaLLEHHA
Bnaaumupa MNyTuHa Kak npeanaeHTa-2012 n BbicTporo oTxoAa oT nonuTukM Ivntpua Measeaesa. JTeBUEHKO Takke
pacckasasn Ham 0 NMocreaHUxX NoNUTUYECKUX coBbITUsX B PKYTCKe, rae CTOPOHHKKM MNyTuHA NpoJaBrvBatoT HOBOE
OTKpbITUE BaiKkanbCcKoro LennonosHo-6yMaxKHOro KOMOUHaTa: KOMMYHUCThI ya4HO BbICTYMUIU Ha BbiBopax mMapa
ropoaa, a B IpKyTCKOM perMoHe npousoLnu 6ornbLune NpoTecTbl NPOTUB MOBLILLEHWUS KOMMYHabHBIX MnaTexen.
KoHel aHHOTauuu.

KMP® cotpyaHuuaet ¢ «ConnaapHOCTbIO»

2. (c) Co BpemeHM OTKPOBEHHOM AUCKyccum 8 despansa ¢ AenytatoM Jdymbl ot KIMP® us UpkyTtckoi obnactu Cepreem
JNeBueHKo Mbl cobupanu ceederus o B3rnaaax KMP® Ha pasnuyHele nonuTUYEcKUe Bonpockl. JIeBUEHKO NpusHasT, YTo
KMP® 1 «ConuaapHOCTb» COTPYAHWUYANM BO BPEMA HEAABHUX MPOTECTHbIX BbICTynNeHni B KanuHuHrpaae. OaHako
OH MOAYEPKHYJ, YTO, XOTA 00e rpynmnbl U PasaensaoT HeA0BObCTBO NPABUTENBCTBOM, 3TO HE 03HAYAET UX CIIUAHME,
Kak nHoraa cumntarot B CMU. JleBueHko cornacunca, 4to «ConnaapHOCTb» MMEEeT NOTEHUMa Kak NosiMTuyeckasn
napTuA, HO nosaraeT, YTO OHa NSI0Xo nNpeacTasneHa B NpoBuHUMKU. OH He cunTaeT, uto «ConnaapHOCTb» AOCTATOYHO
“3BeCTHa, 4ToObl yuacTBOBaTb B HAUMHatowmxca 14 mapTa Belbopax. (Mpumeyanue: uneHsl «ConMaapHoCcTh» He
3apErMcTPUPOBAIMCh HU HA KaKk1X perMoHanbHbIX Beibopax. KoHel npumeuanus). Kpome Toro, JleBueHko
nporHosuposan ansa KMP® 6onblunii ycnex Ha BbiBopax B MapTe, YeM paHblLUe, BbI3BaHHbINA TEKYLLIMM
3KOHOMMUYECKUM KPU3UCOM.

3ameuaHua Measeaesa 0 NIOXOM OCBELLEHMM OMNMO3ULMK

3. (c) JleBUeHKo ckasarn Ham, YTo KOMMeEHTapuu npesnaeHTa Measenesa, BbiCKazaHHble 22 AHBAPA Ha
ocynapcTBEHHOM COBETE OTHOCUTENBHO OMNMNO3ULMK, ObIK ULLb NYCTbIM COTPACEHUEM Bo3ayxa. MenBeaes
CUMYMpOBas TPEBOrYy O TOM, YTO OMMNO3NLMUA He NonyYaeT [OSHKHOMO OCBELLEHNA U NIOX0 NpeAcTassieHa B
pervoHax, Toraa Kak nosioBuHa AenyTatos permoHasibHblX napiameHToB COCTOUT B «EAnHoNM Poccum». JleBYeHKo
yTBEpxaaeT, uto MeaBeneB caenasn Takoe 3aaBfeHNe, TONMbKO YTOObI MOHPABMTLCA NIOAAM, HO CaM CEPbE3HO He
OTHOCHTCA K co3aaHuto 6osiee AEMOKPATUYHOW BbIOOPHOM CTPYKTYPbI. JIEBUEHKO 3aABUM, UTO NPELNIOKEHNE
MeznBezeBa CHU3UTb Bapbep Anf NoSlyYeHUs MECT B PerMoHanbHbIX napnaMeHTax o NATU NPOLEHTOB NPOMAET, HO B
peanbHOCTH He ByaeT umeTb Bornbluoro addekta. OH paccMaTpMBaeT 3TOT 3aKOHOMPOEKT JIWLLb KaK ByannpoBaHue,
a He pearnbHy0 NONUTUYECKYO pedopmy. Ha ero B3rnaa, «6blfo MHOro pasroBopoB O AEMOKPATMUYECKMX NpoLeccax,
HO B IEMUCTBUTENIBHOCTU HUYErO HE MEHAETCAH».

MytnH npesnaeHT. CHoBa

4. (c) IleBueHKo yBepeH, uto NyTuH cTaHeT poccuickum npesnaeHToM B 2012 rogy. OH cocnanca Ha BbICOKMM
peiTuHr MyTuHa K ckasan, YTo TOT AOCTATOYHO NOnynApeH, YToObl Nierko nobeanTb. M3bupartenu, CTONKHYBLUMECSH C
Cepbe3HOM 3KOHOMMUYECKON HeCcTabMNbHOCTLIO, ByyT cMOTpeTb Ha [yThHa Kak Ha nuaepa. JleBueHKo nonaraert, 4To
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nocne Bo3BpallieHuna rlyTVIHa Ha AOJDKHOCTb npe3naeHTa MeaBeaes NPOCTO UCYESHET U3 06L|.|,eCTBeHHOFO LUeHTpa
BHUMaAHUA.

Hosewwana nonutnyeckana cutyaunna B UpryTcke

5. (c) JleBueHKo ckasan Ham, UTo pelueHue MNyTuHa BHOBb OTKPbITb BalKanbCcKkui LenntonosHo-0yMaXHbI KoMOUHAT
ABNAETCA OAHOW M3 rMaBHbIX NONUTUUYECKHUX Npobnem MpkyTckoi obnacTu. OH cooBLLus, YTO CTOPOHHMKK [yTuHa
HaCTOMUYMBO NpOTasIKMBAKT BO30OHOBNEHMe paboThl KomOuHaTa. B Lernom B 06nacti mMasno opraHusauui
COMPOTUBNAIOTCA 3TOMY PELLEHUI0, 0COBEHHO eCrin MPUHATL BO BHUMaHWe pacTyLlyto 6espaboTuuy B Baiikanbcke.
JleBueHKo aymaeT, yTo ecnu MNyTUH He OTKPoeT KOMBMHAT, To 6e3paboTHLIE HAUHYT ycTpauBaTh NyONUYHbIE aKkL WK
npoTecTa.

6. (c) MpeacTonLwme BuiGopkl 14 MapTa B MpkyTcke 1 BpaTcke obellatoT cTaTh cepbesHbiMi B 000MX ropoaax.
HblHeLWwH 1A MpKyTCKMi Map Bnaammup AkyO0BCKUI, 3aHMMArOLLEro NocT ¢ HoAbGpA 1997 roaa, peLlumn He yyacTBoBaThb
B BblOOpax v yxe nokuHyn nnowaaxky. OAHaKo He CoBCeM ACHO, ByeT Ny creayrowuii Map YineHoM «EanHoi
Poccuu». IleBueHko yTBepxaaeT, uto «EanHan Poccua» coBepLumnia MHOMO OLIMOOK, KOTOpble BbI3Banu HeratuBHoe
OTHOLLIEHHE Y XHWTeNeN. JleBUEHKO Tarke ABnAeTcA rnaBoi MecTHoro otaenexus KMP® B MpkyTckoi obnactu. OH
CUMTaeT, YTo cepbesHble LWaHckl Ha nobeay ecTb y Buktopa KoHapatuosa (KIMP®), ycnelHoro 6usHecmeHa v
MeLeHaTa.

7. (c) TpeTbei nonuTuueckoi npobnemoi B UpKyTcKe (Kak 1 Besze B Poccuu) cTano HelaBHee yBEeMUYEHWEe Ha COPOK
NPOLEHTOB KOMMYHaIbHbIX NaTeXen, KOTOPOEe BbI3BaNO ABE NOCMEAHMX akuyumu npoTecTa. JIeBYUEHKO pacckasan Hawm,
yTo 7 deBpana KOMMYHUCTUUECKAn NapTvUA NpoBena AeMOoHCTpaL Mo B AHrapcke (ropoae, pacrnonoXeHHOM B
NATUAECATU KUNIOMETPAXx K ceBepo-3anaay ot MpKyTcka), B KOTOPOM y4acTBOBaso NATb ThICAY YenoBek. bonee
TbICAYM YESIOBEK BbICTYMUAN NPOTUB HOBbLIX TapndOB, yTBEPXKAAA, YUTO OHWM NPOCTO HE MOryT ONAAaTUTb Takue cueTa.
Pycckuii caiT grani.ru ony6énukosan goTtorpaduu NpoTEeCTYHOLLMX, 3aKyTaHHbIX B Tensble WyObl U3-3a XONOAHOM
cubupckoii noroasl. MNMeHcroHepbl permoHa 6bliin 0COBEHHO KpaCcHOPeUMBEl B 0OCYXAEHUM TeMbl COLManbHbIX Bbinsar,
KOTOpbIE HE MOBLICUITUCH, YTOOLI MOKPLITH B0ee BbICOKWE pacxodbl. JIEBUEHKO MOSCHMUI, UTO akLyuW npoTecTa He
OblM HanpaBseHbl Ha nonyyeHne GornbLel NOMTUYECKOM CBOBOAbI UM SKOHOMUYECKYHO MOAEPHU3ALMIO — KUTENH
TpeboBanu NPOCTOro yBenMyeHns BbinsaT, 4Tobbl UMEeTb BOSMOXHOCTb OMjiaynBaTh cyeTa.

Buorpaduueckan sameTka

8. (c) INeBueHKo peako BbiBaeT B MockBe (00bIYHO pas B ABa MecALa) M 4acTo 3aepuBaeTca B CToNMLe He Horblue
ozHoro aHA. OH He rOBOPUT Ha aHITIMIMCKOM A3LIKE, HO OTKPbLIT M oBasaTeneH Ha pycckom. Koraa Mbl He cmornu
nonacTb B [ocyaapcTBeHHyto [ymy AnA Haller BCTPeUr 13-3a oLIMOOK B JOKYMEHTax, OH NMPeasioku NepenTn ynuuy
1 nocuaeTb B kKade. JleBueHKo Obin ntodesHbIM Bce BpeMsa U, Kasarnock, COBCEM He CTPEMUTCA BO3BpaLlaTbca B
Jymy, HecMoTpA Ha CBOE OrpaHnyeHHoe BpemMA B CTONULE.

KommeHTapuii

9. (c) JleBUYEHKO Aan UCKIOUUTENbHbIA U NPaBAONOA0OHbIV B3rNSAA HA NMOSIMTUKY U delepanbHoro, ¥ permoHanbHoro
ypoBHs. Koraa MNyTWH NpruxoanT Ha NOMOLLb, YTOObI PELLMTE BaXKHEIE AKOHOMUYECKKE NPOBIeMbl, TaKMe Kak
Bavikanbckuit Lenntono3Ho-6yMaxkHbIi KOMOMHAT, 3TO coaencTByeT ero obLLeHUIo ¢ Maccamu. B To Bpems Kak
MPOTECTLI, BbI3BAHHbLIE HEA0BOILCTBOM MPABUTENLCTBOM, HANoA0OME aHrapCkmx, B OCHOBHOM JTOKaslbHbI U HE
MPeACTaBnAT HaUMOHaIbHOW yrpo3bl. OAHaKO B AEMCTBUTENTBHOCTU Mbl OXMAAEM YBENTMYEHUA NPOTECTOB B
6nnxaiiume MecALbl, 0COOEHHO ¢ NPUONMKEHEM Cce30Ha BbIOOPOB M HAPOAHOTO [IHA HeCOrnacHbIX B KOHLE MapTa.

Baviepnu
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1. (C) Summary: Communist Party (KPRF) State Duma Deputy Sergei Levchenko dismissed KPRF's recent
cooperation with Solidarity at the January 30 protest in Kaliningrad as insignificant, but expressed optimism about
KPRF's chances in upcoming elections due to United Russia’s increasing unpopularity. On the Tandem, he claimed
that Medvedev offered only lip service regarding the opposition’s participation in politics. He expected the return of
Vladimir Putin as president in 2012, and a quick retreat from politics for Dmitriy Medvedev. Levchenko also updated us
on the political situation in Irkutsk, stating that Putin's supporters pushed to reopen the Baikalsk Pulp and Paper Mill,
the Communists had a shot at winning the Irkutsk mayoral elections, and large protests over communal services tariffs



had been taking place in the Irkutsk region. End Summary.
KPRF Cooperating with Solidarity

2. (C) During a frank February 8 discussion with Communist Party (KPRF) State Duma Deputy from Irkutsk Oblast
Sergei Levchenko, we gleaned the KPRF perspective on a range of political issues. Levchenko admitted that KPRF
and Solidarity cooperated during the recent protests in Kaliningrad. He stressed, however, that though the two groups
share similar complaints about the government, this does not mean they are merging, as is occasionally reputed by
the media. Levchenko agreed that Solidarity has potential as a political party, but thought it was poorly represented in
the provinces. He does not think Solidarity has been visible enough in the run-up to the upcoming March 14 elections
(NOTE: Solidarity members have not registered for any regional races. End Note). Levchenko also predicted that, due
to the current economic crisis, in the upcoming March elections, KPRF would fare better than it has in the past.

Medvedev's Remarks on Opposition’s Poor Visibility

3. (C) Levchenko told us he thought that President Medvedev's January 22 comments at the State Council regarding
the opposition were just lip service. Medvedev feigned dismay over opposition parties™ poor visibility and
representation in the regions while half of the deputies in regional parliaments are from United Russia. Levchenko
argued that Medvedev made such a statement only to please people, and that he is not serious about creating a more
democratic electoral structure. Levchenko stated that Medvedev's proposal to lower the bar for earning seats in local
Dumas to five percent would pass, but that the change would have little real effect. He saw the bill as window
dressing, not real political reform. In his view, "there has been a lot of talk about the democratic process, but nothing
is really changing."

Putin as President, Again

4. (C) Levchenko was confident that Putin would take over the Russian presidency in 2012. He cited Putin’s high
approval rating and said that he is popular enough to win easily. With voters facing serious economic uncertainty, the
country would look to Putin for leadership. Levchenko believes that after Putin returns as president in 2012, Medvedev
will simply disappear from the public spotlight.

Latest Political Situation in Irkutsk

5. (C) Levchenko told us that Putin’s decision to reopen the Baikalsk Pulp and Paper Mill is one of the top political
issues in the Irkutsk oblast (Ref A). He said that Putin’s supporters aggressively pushed to reopen the mill. In general,
there are few organizations in the region which are fighting back, especially considering rising unemployment in the
city of Baikalsk. Levchenko thought that if Putin did not reopen the mill, the unemployed would have held more public
protests.

6. (C) The upcoming March 14 elections in Irkutsk City and Bratsk both promise to be serious campaigns. Current
Irkutsk City mayor Vladimir Yakubovsky, in power since November 1997, decided not to participate in the elections
and has already MOSCOW 00000339 002 OF 002 left the area. It is not clear, however, that the next mayor will be
from United Russia. Levchenko argued that United Russia has made many mistakes that have created substantial
negative feelings among residents. Levchenko is also head of the local KPRF branch in Irkutsk oblast. He thought that
KPRF's Viktor Kondrashov, a successful businessman and philanthropist, had a serious chance.

7. (C) A third political issue in Irkutsk (and elsewhere in Russia) is the recent 40 percent increase in communal
services tariffs, which have spurred two recent protests. Levchenko told us that on February 7, the Communist Party
led a demonstration of five thousand people protesting in the city of Angarsk, 50km North West of Irkutsk City. More
than 1000 people protested against these tariffs, claiming that they simply could not afford to pay their bills. Russian
website grani.ru displayed photos of the protesters, wrapped in heavy fur coats, demonstrating out in the cold Siberian
weather. Pensioners in the region have been especially vocal about this topic as government social payments have
not risen to meet higher costs. Levchenko was clear that these protests were not aimed at greater political freedom or
economic modernization; the driving force was simply an increase in tariffs past the point that residents could afford to

pay.
Biographic Note

8. (C) Levchenko is rarely in Moscow -- usually only once every two months -- and often only stays in the capital for
one day. He does not speak English, but is open and engaging in Russian. When we were denied access to the State
Duma because his office had misfiled paperwork for our meeting, he suggested crossing the street to a cafe.
Levchenko was gracious with his time and did not seem to be in any rush to return to the Duma, despite his limited



time on the ground in the capital.
Comment

9. (C) Levchenko gave a unique and credible perspective on politics at both the federal and regional levels. When
Putin comes to the rescue to resolve acute economic problems such as the Baikalsk Pulp and Paper Mill, it bolsters
his appeal with the masses. While protests like those in the city of Angarsk highlight dissatisfaction with the
government, they are largely contained and do not pose a national threat. We do, however, anticipate more protests in
the coming months, especially heading into the election season and the national Day of Dissent in the end of March.

Beyrle
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