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OTKkpoBeHusa UnapnoHa

"Pycckuii penoptep" ny6nukyeT KOHPUAEHLMaNbHbIE 3aNUCKU aMepUKaHCKUX AMMNIoMaToB 0 BCTpede ¢ MnnapuoHom
(OThen BHeLL.LepK.CBA3EW, KOTOPLIM paHee Bo3rnasnan natpuapx Kupwnn). MNepesoa ¢ Wikileaks.
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1. (c) AHHOTauuA. 28 AaHBapA B Becese ¢ nocnom apxuenuckon MnapuoH npusHan, uto Pycckas npasocnasHan
uepkoBb (PIL) paclumpaeT cBoe npucyTcTBUE BO Beex obnactax obuiectsa. HenasHO LepkoBb B3Ana 6onee
KOH(MPOHTALMOHHbBIA TOH OTHOCUTENBHO AOKNaza rocyaapcteeHHoro AenaptameHta CLUA o Ceoboze
Bepoucnoseaanua B CtpaHax Mupa (CBCM). UnapwvoH 3awwmwan nosunymto PrNL| oTHOCMTENBHO ApyruXx,
HeTpaaMLUMOHHbIX penuriid. Takke MnapuoH o6bsacHu xenanue Pl nogaepxaTb TEKyLLYH rocyAapCTBEHHYHO
MOSIMTUKY, BKIOYAA «ynpasnifaemMyto JeMOKpaTUo”. HecMoTpa Ha npeyBenunueHHyto camoysepeHHocTb PIL, MnapuoH
NpY3Han NpoBarl, CyLLECTBYIOLLUIA MEXAY YYEHUEM LIEPKBU U XMU3HBIO BONBLUMHCTBA PYCCKUX Ntoael, 0COBEHHO
MOOZEXH, U 3azaBarnca Bonpocom, Kak PIL morna 6l paspelunTb a1y npobnemMy. HecMoTps Ha AaHHbIA nposar,
NOALITOXMA MNnapuoH, MHOrMe PyCCK1e XaxayT AyXOBHOrO pykoBOACTBA, v PIL| HamepeBaeTca 3anonH1Tb 3T0T
npomMexyTok. KoHel aHHoTauuu.

2. (c) 28 sHBaps B Geceae c NOCMOM rfaBa OTAerna BHeLIHUX LepKoBHbIX ceaser PrL| apxvenuckon MnapvoH
pacKpbIn coBpeMeHHoe nosioxeHue aen B PIL, u ee BnuAHWe Ha poccuiickoe 0BLLecTBO U NOSMTUKY. MNonepemeHHo
TO UCKPEHHWI, TO OCTOPOXHbIN, MnapuoH npusHan, uto PIL yBenvumBaeT KonMuecTBo nyOnunUHbIX 3aABeHni B
CBOWX MHTEpecax, pacLunpas BMAHUE, Npexae BCero B cBeTCKWe obnactu obLyecTsa, Takue, HanpumMep, Kak eTCKoe
obpasoBaHue. HasbiBas PrL «BaKHbIM AeHCTBYHOLLMM JIULIOM>» B XW3HW CTpaHbl, MnapuoH sametun, 4to natpuapx
Kupunn He NpocTo «CUMBOJIMUECKMI TMaBa», HO MOXET OKasbiBaTb BIIMAHWE Ha OCHOBHbIe coBbITUA B Poccuu,
BKItOYAA MONMTUYECKHE.

«LleproBHas aunnomatus» 6pocaeT BbizosB CBCM

3. (c) PIL| yacto umeHyeTca «rocyAapCTBOM B rocyAapcTBe», ABNAACL Horiee NonmMTUYECKON eanHULIEN, HeXenu
6orocnoBckoii. Takke, Kak nonaraeT MnapuoH, PML| urpaet BaxkHyto ponb 1 B OTHOLLEHUAX Poccun ¢ apyrumu
cTpaHamu. BoT nouemy MnaproH cunTaeT BaXHOW CBOKO BCTpeuy ¢ npesnaeHTom O6amoit Bo Bpems ero BusuTa B
Mocksy B utone 2009 roza.

MnapvoH Bbickasasn CBOK NOALEPXKKY MOCIy B CBETE HeAaBHEro yyUlleHWa aMeprKaHO-POCCUMACKUX OTHOLLIEHWH,
roBops, UTO «Tenepb XxopoLlee Bpems, 4ToObl paboTaTb aMmeprKaHCKUM nocnom B Poccun», u gobasus, uto PIIL
OyaeT cyactnvea obecneunTb ABYCTOPOHHWE OTHOLLEHWA HA CaMOM BbICOKOM ypoBHe. (3ameTka: nuaepsbl PIIL yacTto
y4acTBYIOT B «L|epKOBHOW AUNioMaTuun» B BrmkHeM 3apybexbe, yCunueana CBf3u C NpaBoCiaBHbIMK LIEPKBAMU B
YKpauHe v [pyanun, npaBUTENbLCTBA KOTOPbLIX 32 MOCNEAHME LLECTb NIET HAXOAUIUCH B HAMPAXEHHbIX OTHOLLEHWUAX C
Poccuei. KoHel 3ameTku.)

4. (c) HecmoTpsa Ha aTu ynyylleHus, B HoAbpe PIL caenana KOHOPOHTALMOHHEIE 3aABEHNA OTHOCUTENBHO
exeroAHoro aoknasa rocyaapcrtaseHHoro aenaptamenta CLUA o Ceoboae BepoucnoseaaHus B CtpaHax Mupa
(CBCM), ony6nukoBaHHOM B okTAGpe. MnapuoH Hanucan nocny nucbMo, ony6rMkoBaHHoOe Ha caiTe oTaena
BHELUHWX LiepKoBHbIX cBA3er Pl1Ll, B KOTOPOM OH xanosasca Ha NoAAepXKY AMEPUKON «3KCTPEMUCTOB U
cataHuCToB». HeraTuMBHbINA TOH NOCNaHKA (a Takke HECKOMbKO HaxarnbHaa MaHepa, B KOTOPOM OHO Obino
NpeLCcTaBreHo) Pesko KOHTpacTUpyeT ¢ obLlecTBeHHbIM BocxBaneHusam PIL| kKak «06beKkTUBHOW» W cTpemMALLenca
NOOLPATL TONEPAHTHOCTL B OTHOLLIEHWMW APYrMX BepoucrnoseaaHuii B Poccuu.

5 (c) MnapuoH salyuian cyTb NUcbMa, FoBOpsA, UTO B H0OOM crlydae «Mbl YA0BETBOPEHbI 00LLel AMHAMUKOW» W
«KakAbli JOKNaJ nydlle npeallecTBYOLWEro», «CyLLecTBytOT HEKOTopble NPobiembl, Ha KOTopble crieayeT BarfsaHyTb
6ornee BHUMATENbHO». «ECM Mbl NOCMOTPUM Ha pPenurnosHble CBOOOAbI aMePUKaHCKUM B3rAA0M, - MOSCHW OH, -
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ZoKnaa HemsbexHo ByaeT HecoBepPLUEHEH, MOTOMY YTO He ByeT NPUHUMATL BO BHUMaHWE 0COBEHHOCTH
MCTOPUYECKOrO U KyNbTypHOro passutua Poccun. Mbl He XOTUM AUCKPUMUHALIMKU, HO pasiiyme Mexay
TPaAMLMUOHHBIMU U HETPAAWLMUOHHBIMU PEIUTMAMM YXOAUT KOPHAMM B Hallle AasieKoe npoLusioe». (3amMeTka: uto
KacaeTcA MaHepsbl, B KOTOPOW NMMCbMO Obino onybnukoBaHo Ha caite PIIL|, MnapuoH ckasan, uto «coobuyeHve Bbino
TOYHO TaKMM e 00LLEOCTYMHEIM», HO NEePENOXUIT OTBETCTBEHHOCTL Ha CBOETO MPeLLECTBEHHUKA, KOTOPbIM BBES
noZoOBHyto npakTuky. KoHel 3ameTku.)

MnapuoH fo6aBun (CKopee HEUCKPEHHE), YTO HET HUKAKOMO 3aKOHa, CTaBALLEro TPaAULMOHHbIE PENUIUK BhbilLie
HETPaAMULMOHHBIX, HO ero ML Bblpaxkasro ABHO oBpaTHoe — 3aKoH o penuruax 1997 roaa npuaaet cratyc
«TpaAMLMOHHbIX>» YeTbipeM penuruam (npasocnasve, Myaavwam, ucnam v 6yaamnsm). STo UrHOPUPYET KITHOUEBOM
BOMPOC O peanusalnmn 3aKkoHa, NPaKTMYeCcKU MaprHanusupys HeTpaauLMOHHbIE rPynMbl BepyoLmx. CNoBHO
noZyepKMBas CBOK MbICIb, MnapnoH ckasar, Yto «HeKoTopble crion» BHyTpu PIL| MoryT BeipaxaTtb 6onee
HeTepnuMble B3rNaabl M eCTb NPenenbl, 32 KOTOPLIMU IMAEPb! LEPKBU HE MOTYT MM BOCMPENATCTBOBATb.

«YnpasnAaeman AeMOoKpaTusa» — NPocTo npexpacHo Ana PriL.

6. (c) Bonee nonoXuTenbHYO OLEHKY Mocsa 3acnyxuna cnocodbHocTb PIILL K BocCTaHOBEHWUHO MOPasbHOro
aBTOpUTETA M NOCTPOEHMIO COBCTBEHHOMO BEAOMCTBA MEHee YeM 3a ABajuaTth feT. Cornawasach ¢ AaHHbIM
Bonpocom, MnapuoH otmeTun, yto PIIL, gomkHa 3aneuntb paHbl He TONbKO 3a NocneaHne ABaduartb NeT, HO U 3a
nocneaHue AeBAHOCTO NeT, ¢ camon Pesontouuu.

«BONbLUMHCTBO HaLLMX NPoBnemM CeroiHA yXOAAT KOPHAMU B COBETCKWI NMEepUO, — CKasas apXMenucKorn, — BKIHoYas
pacnpocTpaHaLLMeca Koppynuuo 1 nuuemepue». MnapuoH npuaaet ocoboe 3HaueHWe HeoOXOAMMOCTH TEPMEHNS B
pasBUTUM POCCHM — MYHKT, KOTOPbIN Mbl CIbILLIAMN YXKe MHOTO pa3 0T PYCCKUX COBEeCEeaHNKOB (KaKk MpeACTaBatoLLmMX
NpaBUTENIbCTBO, TaK U HeT). OH UCXOAWT U3 Toro, UTo y Poccum Bbino BCero ABaauath feT Ha NOCTPOEHHe
ZIeMOKpaTHu, B TO BpeMs Kak cTpaHsl Bpoae CLUA v BenvkoOpuTaHuu CTpouM CBoM 00LLEeCTBa Lerble CTONEeTHs.

Tawke MnapvoH ckasan, YTo «Halla AeMOKpaTHa He J0/MHKHA KOMMPOBaTb aMepUKaHCKyH», a NPUHUMAan BO BHUMaHWeE
KyNbTypy ¥ UcTopumio Poccuu, 310, ckopee, AomkHa ObiTb Ppopma «yrnpaBrifaemMoin 4eMOKpaTUm».

7 (c) CnoBHo uuTtHUpyna nnaH «EanHoit Poccuu», MnapuoH nyTaeTt aBTopMTapuamM co cTabuiIbHOCTLIO, OTMeYas, YTo
«PYCCKMM BCerza HpaBunocb MMeTb CTaBUIbHYIO U CUITbHYIO PUrYpY HaBEPXY», KOUTUKYET SKCMEPUMEHTHI C
ZneMokpaTuen cepeanHbl 90-x, HasbiBaeT BoiGopbl 1996 rosa «katacTpodoit», NpU KOTOPLIX CTpaHa okasanacb
napanusoBaHa HenpuariekaTesibHbIM BblGOpoM Mexay EnbuuHbiM, 3toraHoBbIM U XKUPUHOBCKUM. OTHOCUTESIBHO TOrO,
MOXeT nu Poccus ctpemuTbes B ByayLLeM K TakoMy NOPSAAKY, Fae Noau 3acTaBnsatoT COBCTBEHHOE NPaBUTESIbCTBO
ObITb OTBETCTBEHHbIMM 32 NONUTUKY, MNaproH ckasan, 4to 3T0 «TEOPETUUYECKM BOSMOXHO, HO Ha NPaKTUKe HUKoraa
He paboTaeT».

8. (c) napuoH noAacHMn, 4to BUAMT rnasHyto ponb Pr1L| B nponaranae opuunansHON NOMMTUKK NPpaBuTeNbCTBa.
HecmoTpa Ha yTBepxaeHue, uto PIIL| He o6naaaeTt ocobbiM CTaTycoM Cpeau penurkii, Mnapuox sasenfaeT, 4To
naTpuapx He TOJbKO raBa NpPaBoCaBHON LepKBK B POCCHM, HO 1 «AyXOBHbIM NMAEP BCEW HaLUW».

OH HanoMHwun, Kak yeTBepToro HosAbps, B [leHb HApPOAHOro eAMHCTBA, NAaTpUapx OTCYXUIT BOXECTBEHHYIO NIUTYPrUO
Ha KpacHoi nnoljaau, a 3ateM BO3rfaBuil NPOLECCUIO, B KOTOPOW ero ConpoBoXaanv nuaepsl Apyrux Bep. Tawke
PrLl nepeas cpeau octanbHbIX paccMaTpuBaeTcs AnA BKIUYEHUA B NporpamMMy LUKOMbHOro o0yueHnsa B 19 pernoHax
CTpaHbl. (3ameTka: B 3TOW nporpamme y ydaiimxca 6yaet Bol6op Mexay M3yuyeHUem OAHOM U3 YeTbipex
TPAAMLMOHHBIX PESTUIUIA UK Kypca «CBETCKOM 3TUKW». Kypchl penuruii 6yayT akueHTUpoBaTbCA B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT
HaLMOHaNbHOro B0MbLUMHCTBA KOHKPETHOro pervoHa. KoHel 3ameTku.) MnapuoH noAyepkHy , 4To 3TO BCEro SMLUb
«MUSI0THaA nporpamMmar, HoO Mano HaZeXabl, YTo opuLMarbHble BNacTy pewaT 3aBpocuTb NporpamMmMy B cTaauu
peanusauuu. B casv ¢ atum UnaproH fobasu, UTo «oLeHKa» 3 EKTUBHOCTH NPOrpaMMbl COCTOUTCSH Yepes
HEKOTOpoe BpeMs MNocsie ee Hayasna BECHOW.

Jonras gopora B couuasnbHyo cdepy.

9. (c) XoTta PIL gocturna mHororo B cpepe counanbHOro 1 NosIMTUYECKOro NMAepCTBa, OCTAaeTCA CyLLECTBEHHbIN
MPOMEXYTOK MeXay ee yYeHUEeM U COBPEMEHHOM PYCCKOW KynbTypoi. MpaBuTenscTBO He BUAUT NpobremMbl B
paspyLUEHWU CTEH MeXAY LEPKOBbIO U rOCYAapCTBOM, HO 3TO, K&XKETCA, MPUMBOAMT K nepexkocy ponu PrIL ot
coumnanbHow K MofMTUYeckoin. MnapvoH ¢ ropeybto npusHan, 4to xoTe 70—80 NpoLeHTOB PYCCKMX HasbiBatoT cebs
npaBocnaBHbIMKU, Manas 4acTb (OKOMo 5 NPOLEHTOB) PerynApHO XOAAT B LIEPKOBb, a eLLe MeHbLUE NPOLEHTOB
rpaxaaH «XvWByT NO 3aBeTaM NpaBOCaBUA».

<<ﬂ,VIJ'IeMMa LUEepPKBH, — KaK NOACHUT apXUENMUCKON, — COCTOUT B NOCTPOEHNN MOCTA MEXAY HEKO U MOJTOLEXbIO, KOTOPbIE



He BUAAT POSM LEPKBU B CBOEW XWU3HW, HO B TOXE BPEMSA B COXPaHEHWU OPUrMHANbHOW CYLLHOCTU LLIePKOBHOIO
yyeHus. Mbl He JOMXHbI 0BOHOBMATL UM MOAEPHU3MPOBATL CNyKObl, HO AO/MKHLI NPE0A0NETh KyNbTYPHbLIE 1
NcUxosornyeckue Bapbepbl, OTAENAOLLME PENUTMO3HYIO U CBETCKYH XM3Hb B Poccuu». Mo ero MHeHUto, nydLuen
dhopMoW ANA AOCTWXEHUs 3TON Lenu aenaeTca obpasoBaHue, MnapuoH npeanaraeT BCECTOPOHHIOK Nporpammy,
KoTopan noBbilwasna 6bl MHOOPMUPOBAHHOCTb, HO HE Kasanach arpeccUBHOW.

KommeHTapui.

10. (c) B oTcyTCTBHE LUMPOKOM aKTMBHOCTH cpean BonbLUMHCTBA Ntofei (Mo KpaHel Mepe B UX KaXXKAOAHEBHbIX
aevicteuax) PIL, HECOMHEHHO, NbITAeTCA NEPEHECTU CBON BEC B MOSTUTUKY.

JnA Tex U3 Hac, KTO NpuyyeH HabnmoaaTh OTHEHHYHO CTEHY MEXJY LIePKOBBLIO M rOCYAapCTBOM, YBepeHHbIM pocT PIL|
1 OTKPbITbIE NPU3HAHMSA, UTO OHM COOMPAIOTCA MPOHWKHYTh BO BCE aCMEKThI POCCUICKOro 06LecTBa, — GpaKThl, He
MOryLL1e He BbI3biBaTb TPEBOrY.

B Toxe Bpema MnapuoH npaeunbHO 3amedaeT, 4To Poccua npoLuna yepes KatacTpopuyeckue 3MeHeHus 3a
nocrnesHve ABazuath 1eT U AeCATUNETUR MopasibHOro GaHKpOTCTBa Npu KOMMYHU3Me. Cpean HacerneHvs B LieriomM
LUMPOKO PacnpOCTPaHEeHHO YyBCTBO OTBPALLEHNS K U3MULLKAM OfIUrapXoB U «HOBbIX PYCCKWX>», KOTOpble Npuobpenu
orpoMHble GoraTcTBa BO BpeMs pacrnpoAau no AeLUeBKe rocyAapCTBEeHHbIX akTUBOB B 90-X rogax (M HepTaHOro
6yma npasnenus MyTuHa). OwyLeHne nosen, YTO OHU OKPYXKEHbI MYCTLIMU LLEHHOCTAMU U LIUHU3MOM, NMPUBESO K
COOTBETCTBYHOLLEMY JYXOBHOMY FOf104y.

PIL cTpemuTcA 3anonHUTL 3Ty NyCTOTY, U Mbl JOMKHbI ObITh FOTOBbI HE 3aKPbIBATb Ha 3TO r1a3a, HO B TO Xe BpemMs
AICHO AaTb MOHATb Halle MHEHWUE, YTO XPUCTUAHCKME LLEHHOCTU AOMKHbBI MPUMEHATLCA M K HENPABOCTABHbIM
BEPYOLLMM.

Beyrle
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1. (C) Summary: In a January 28 conversation with the Ambassador, Archbishop Hilarion freely admitted that the
Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) has been extending its reach further into all areas of society. The Church has
recently adopted a more confrontational tone regarding the State Department’'s International Religious Freedom
Report (IRF), and Hilarion defended the ROC's stance against some non-traditional religions. Hilarion also explained
the ROC’s desire to promote current GOR policies, including "managed democracy." Despite the ROC’s increased
assertiveness, Hilarion acknowledged a gap between the Church’s teachings and the daily lives of most Russians,
especially youth, and wondered aloud how the ROC might address this problem. Despite this gap, Hilarion concluded,
many Russians hunger for spiritual guidance, and the ROC intends to fill that gap. End Summary.

2. (C) In a January 28 conversation with the Ambassador, Head of the ROC’s External Relations Division Archbishop
Hilarion made the case for the Russian Orthodox Church’s (ROC) recent push to assert its influence over Russian
society and politics. By turns candid and circumspect, Hilarion freely admitted that the ROC has been ramping up its
public statements in favor of its interests, and has been extending its reach further into heretofore secular areas of
society such as children’s education. Calling the ROC "a significant actor" in the life of the country, Hilarion said that
Patriarch Kirill is "not only symbolic," but can also influence major currents in Russia, including its political
development.

"Church diplomacy" takes on the IRF

3. (C) The ROC has been referred to as "a government within a government," a political entity as much as a
theological one (reftel). As such, in Hilarion's view, the ROC has a role to play in Russia’s relations with other
countries, which is why Kirill considered it important to meet President Obama during his July, 2009 visit to Moscow.
Hilarion echoed the Ambassador’s support of the recent warming trend in U.S.-Russian relations, saying that "now is
a good time to be an American Ambassador in Russia," and adding that the ROC is happy to lend its assistance in
bringing bilateral relations to an even higher level. (Note: ROC leaders also frequently engage in "Church diplomacy"
in the near abroad, strengthening ties with Orthodox Churches in countries, such as Ukraine or Georgia, whose
governments in the past six years have had tense relations with the GOR. End note.)

4. (C) Notwithstanding these improved relations, the ROC in November struck a confrontational tone regarding the
State Department’s annual International Religious Freedom Report (IRF), released in October. Hilarion penned a letter



to the Ambassador -- posted on the website of the ROC’s external relations division -- in which he complained of
perceived U.S. support for "extremists and Satanists." The negative tone of the letter (as well as the somewhat brazen
manner in which it was presented) contrasted sharply with the ROC's initial public praise of the report’s "objectivity" in
observing that the ROC has attempted to promote interfaith tolerance in Russia.

5. (C) Hilarion defended the substance of the letter, saying that although "we are satisfied with the general dynamic,"
and "each report is better than the one before," there are still some issues that "need to be looked at carefully." If we
look at religious freedom exclusively through American eyes, he explained, then the report will inevitably be imperfect,
because it will not sufficiently take into account the individual historical and cultural development of Russia. "We don't
want to discriminate," he said, but the distinction between traditional and non-traditional religions is "rooted in our
history." (Note: As for the manner in which the letter was made public via the ROC website, Hilarion said that "the
report was public, as well," but otherwise passed the buck to his predecessor, who he claimed had established the
practice. End note.) Hilarion added (rather disingenuously) that there is no law favoring traditional religions over non-
traditional ones, a statement that was not true on its face -- the 1997 Law on Religions elevates the status of the four
"traditional" religions (Orthodox Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and Buddhism) -- and that also ignored the key question
of the implementation of the law, which in practice has marginalized non-traditional groups. As if to underscore that
point, Hilarion acknowledged that "some groups" within the ROC might express MOSCOW 00000241 002 OF 003
intolerant views, but Kirill consistently speaks out in favor of tolerance -- and otherwise there are limits to what Church
leaders can do to discourage this.

"Managed democracy" just fine for the ROC

6. (C) On a more positive note, the Ambassador praised the ROC’s ability to re-establish its moral authority and
rebuild its institutions, in the space of a scant twenty years. Agreeing on this point, Hilarion noted that the ROC must
heal wounds not only from the monumental changes of the past 20 years, but also from the destruction that took

place in the past 90 years, since the Revolution. "Most of our problems today are rooted in the Soviet period," he said,
including the pervasive problems of corruption and hypocrisy. Hilarion emphasized the need for patience with

Russia’s development, a point we have heard many times during political discussions with Russian interlocutors (GOR
officials and NGO activists alike), given that Russia has only had 20 years to build a democracy, unlike countries such
as the U.S. or Great Britain, which built their democracies over hundreds of years. Hilarion also said that "our
democracy does not have to look identical to the U.S.," and, taking Russia’s history and culture into account, should
rather be a form of "managed democracy."

7. (C) Appearing to borrow from the United Russia playbook, Hilarion essentially equated authoritarianism with
stability, noting that "Russians have always liked having a strong and powerful figure at the top," and lambasting
Russia’s experiments with democracy in the 1990s, calling the election of 1996 a "catastrophe" in which the country
was paralyzed by its unappealing choice between Yeltsin, Zyuganov, and Zhirinovsky. As to whether Russia might
aspire to a system in the future whereby the people hold their government accountable for its policies, Hilarion said
that this was "theoretically possible," but does not always work in practice.

8. (C) Hilarion made it clear that he sees a prominent role for the ROC in promulgating the GOR's current policies.
Notwithstanding his claim that the ROC enjoys no special status among religions, he asserted that the Patriarch is not
only the head of the Orthodox Church in Russia, but "the spiritual leader for the whole nation." He noted that on the
November 4 National Unity Day, the Patriarch celebrated the divine liturgy in Red Square, then led a procession
where he was followed by leaders of other faiths. The ROC also appears to be first among equals in the context of the
new program to teach religion in schools in 19 regions of the country (reftel). (Note: Under this program, students will
have a choice between studying one of the four traditional religions, or taking a course on "secular ethics." Different
religions will be emphasized depending on the majority population in the region where the program is taking place.
End note.) Hilarion stressed that this is only a "pilot program," but there is little evidence to suggest any GOR intention
to abandon the program once it is underway. On that issue, Hilarion said only that the GOR would "assess" the
efficacy of the program some time after its inception in the Spring.

A longer road to travel in the social sphere

9. (C) Although the ROC has accomplished a great deal recently in its efforts to gain more social and political
prominence, a significant gap remains between its teachings and the ethos of modern Russian culture. The GOR may
see no problems with eroding the wall between Church and State, but that appears to be affecting the ROC's political
role more than its social one. Hilarion lamented that although 70-80 percent of Russians call themselves Orthodox,
very few (about 5 percent) attend church regularly, and even fewer "have their life influenced by the Orthodox faith."
The Church’s dilemma, he explained, is that it needs to build a bridge to young people who see no role for the Church
in their lives, while at the same time maintaining the original essence of the Church’s teachings. "We don’t need to



update or modernize services," Hilarion said, but "we must still overcome cultural and psychological barriers"
separating religious and secular life in Russia. In his opinion, the best forum for accomplishing this is education, and
he envisioned a comprehensive program that raised awareness without appearing invasive.

Comment -------

10. (C) In the absence of a widespread, active following MOSCOW 00000241 003 OF 003 among most people (at
least in their day-to-day activities), the ROC is clearly attempting to throw its weight around politically. For those of us
accustomed to seeing a firewall between Church and State, the ROC’s growing assertiveness, and open admission
that they intend to pervade all aspects of public Russian society may appear alarming. At the same time, Hilarion is
correct to note that Russia has been through cataclysmic changes in the past two decades, on top of decades of
moral bankruptcy under communism. A widespread feeling of disgust at the excesses of oligarchs and "new
Russians" who acquired vast wealth during the sell-off of state assets in the 90s (and during the oil boom of the Putin
years), is still strong among the populace at large. The feeling that people are surrounded by examples of empty
values and cynicism has led to a corresponding spiritual hunger. The ROC seeks to fill that void, and we should be
ready to address this phenomenon with open eyes, while making clear our view that the virtues of Christian tolerance
should apply equally to the non-Orthodox faithful.
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